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Baker’s Bay 
by Ingrid Wiesel 

 
Visits to Baker’s Bay are always exciting. The resident brown hyenas are often 
foraging at the seal colony during the day and sometimes we get to meet ‘old 
friends’. In 2011 for instance, we saw Halenge again, whom we had collared as a 
young adult in 2004. He was limping, had been in many fights judged by all the 
scar tissue at his neck, but he seemed to be very capable of finding and killing his 
own prey at the colony.  
In May, we were very fortunate to have colleagues from the United States visiting 
the Brown Hyena Research Project. Kay Holekamp, Barbara Lundrigan and Laura 
Smale joined Marie on a visit to Van Reenen and Baker’s Bay. They spent two 
days in the area, checking camera traps that revealed some amazing footage (see 
below) and observing the seal colonies for brown hyena activity.  
As most of the time, luck was on their side at Baker’s Bay. They were able to 
observe three hyenas, among those was an old animal with really bad eyesight. It 

came very close to them and even lay down between the seals for a short rest.  
When I reviewed the images of that hyena later that day, I thought to have met an ‘old friend’ again: a male hyena that we had 
collared at Dreimasterbay in 2007. He then migrated north to Van Reenen Bay, where he was last seen and photographed by Frans 
Lanting, for a National Geographic assignment. Therefore, I was extremely excited about the idea that our ‘famous’ hyena, called 
Rodin, may have made an appearance again. But: it wasn’t Rodin. The stripe left front and hindlegs looked very similar though. 
However, all in all it was a very successful and exciting visit to the southern seal colonies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Spotted Hyenas at Garub - Update 
by Ingrid Wiesel 

Although Zane has emigrated and is therefore not officially part of the Garub clan any more, we need to let you know about his 
travels. Zane was most probably born at Garub in 2014. He was then captured and fitted with a GPS collar in 2016. Shortly 
afterwards, in July 2016, he emigrated and was captured on three different camera traps 70-80 km north and north-east of Garub. 
He then disappeared and we did not get any more sighting information until February this year. We received images from brown 
and spotted hyenas from Ingrid Lohmann, who participates in our Citizen Science project. One image showed a spotted hyena with 
a collar – we finally had found Zane again. He moved a distance of 450 km north, so who knows where we will see him next. 

Rodin in 2009 



In the meantime, the remaining members of the Garub clan enjoy their regular baths in the troughs. They spend considerable time 
there. 
 

   
 
 

Cheetahs at Van Reenen Bay 
by Ingrid Wiesel 

The camera trap that is set-up at the southern end of the Van Reenen Bay seal 
colony recorded two cheetahs in December 2017 and two images of single 
cheetah in February 2018. These are the first confirmed sightings after reported 
visuals from close to the turn-off to Bogenfels on the way to Van Reenen Bay, 
approximately 15 km inland in 2016.  
Further north, at E-Bay and around Grillental, cheetahs have been recorded 
more frequently with the first camera trap captures in 2015. 
All cheetah (and other carnivores) records are forwarded for global and 
regional assessments and they will all be included in the Namibian distribution 
maps that will be published in the Red Data Book for Carnivores in Namibia 
later this year. Please continue to report sightings of all carnivores to our 
project or submit directly to www.the-eis.com 

  

 Call for Participation: 
 

 
 
Our aim is to produce an updated Hyaena Status Survey and Action Plan – the current one is 20 years old. You can also submit data 
directly to me (info@strandwolf.org). I will collect, compile and prepare all relevant data until the end of November 2018. 



 
                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Privacy Policy 
 
The new General Data Protection Regulation came into effect on 25 May 2018. You can find our privacy policy on our web page 
(English version to follow soon). If you don’t want to receive newsletters in future, please send an e-mail to info@strandwolf.org 
stating ‘unsubscribe’ as the subject. Thank you very much. 

ingrid.wiesel@strandwolf.org 
www.strandwolf.org 

www.facebook.com/BrownHyenaResearchProject 
P. O. Box 739, Lüderitz, Namibia 

 

Donations: 
Brown Hyena Research Project – Nedbank Namibia, Bismarck Street, Lüderitz, 9000, Namibia 

Lüderitz Branch, Branch Code 461610 
Cheque Account, Account number: 11010015024 


